
Women’s Issues Special Interest Section 
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7:00am 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Present: Susan Hutchinson, MD; Debra Hill-Busselle, MD; Vincent Martin, MD; Deborah 
Tepper, MD; Anne Calhoun, MD; Amy Tees, MSN/FNP-C; Dace Zvirbulis, MD; Susan Rubin, 
MD; Elizabeth Loder, MD, MPH; Sylvia Lucas, MD, PhD; Mary Frank 
 
Staff: Andrea Taylor 
 
Dr. Hutchinson welcomed everyone and introductions were made around the table.  
 
Dr. Hutchinson briefly reviewed the pre-course that was presented on Thursday, November 18. 
It was very successful. David Cook, who chaired the course, would like to turn the pre-course 
into an online CME course for the AHS website.  
 
The group discussed changing the format and topics for a future pre-course so it’s not always 
the same format and content. Possible topics could be PMS and migraine, pathophysiology, 
hormones and the nervous system, hot flashes. The consensus was the section discusses 
menstrual migraine too much.  
 
Andrea shared with the group the course options for the next Annual Scientific Meeting in 
Washington, DC. There are only Sunday symposia slots available for the sections. Dr. Tepper 
inquired about having the section courses prior to Sunday after the general meeting is over at 
around 5pm instead of on Sunday.  
 
Dr. Calhoun recommended submitting a proposal for an upcoming American College of 
Obstetricians & Gynecologists (ACOG) meeting.  
 
Dr. Martin discussed some outside speakers that would be excellent to talk about hormones and 
pain related topics. Dr. Loder recommended that Dr. Martin speak to Allan Purdy about having 
some outside speakers that are experts in discussing hormones and pain for the future. 
 
A group of sections (Women’s Issues, Refractory Headache, and Behavioral Issues) had 
submitted a proposal to Dr. Purdy and the Annual Scientific Meeting Committee for 
consideration as a plenary course in D.C.  This joint effort was accepted as a plenary session.  
 
Dr. Hutchinson gave an update on the pregnancy and lactation guidelines project that has been 
in the works for quite some time. The lactation portion is complete. Jim Banks finished his part 
of the pregnancy side. The treatment information discussed during pregnancy should be as 
evidence-based as possible. Dr. Loder recommended submitting the finished portion to the 
Guidelines Committee led by Stephen Silberstein.  Dr. Tepper volunteered to edit the finished 
guidelines.  
 
The supplement on “Sex Matters” is coming along well and will be available by the journal soon. 
 
Dr. Tepper discussed developing a position statement on which contraceptives are 
recommended and not recommended for women with migraine. Are there better choices? Dr. 



Loder feels this would be a good topic for a position statement and should definitely come out of 
this section. She recommended speaking with Gretchen Tietjen.  
 
The group is concerned with the lack of a female presence on the Board of the Migraine 
Research Foundation (MRF). Andrea will send the MRF’s contact information to Dr. Hutchinson. 
Dr. Loder suggested the section write a letter to their board regarding their concerns.  
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
Andrea Taylor  
 
 


